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ChatGPT: A Conversational Language Study Tool

Who
Co-Investigators: 

- Jackie Baines
- Edward A S Ross

Student Research Assistants:

- 3 Campus Jobs Students (1 per language level group)
- UROP Student (pending approval)

This project is funded by a UoR Teaching and Learning Enhancement Project 
(TLEP) Grant.



ChatGPT: A Conversational Language Study Tool

Aims
- To determine how conversational AI tools can be used ethically 

and effectively in the ancient language classroom.
- To develop guiding phrases to streamline student experience 

when using conversational AI tools.
- To educate staff and students about the benefits of and 

problems with conversational AI tools and wider generative AI 
tools.



What Tools are We Using?

- Conversational AI Tools (Specifically Generative Text AI)

- ChatGPT (OpenAI)

- BardAI (Google)

- BingAI (Microsoft)

- Perplexity.AI (Perplexity)

- CLAUDE-2 (Anthropic - funded by Amazon)



Project Developments

- Holding AI tutorials in all levels and sections of Ancient Greek 
and Latin language classes this year (once in Autumn Term and 
once in Spring Term) to gather survey data and scaffold 
student learning.

- Developing guiding phrase documents and tutorial screencasts 
to share on Blackboard with staff and students.

- Developing a policy for ethical AI use in Ancient Language 
Study.



Teaching Students About AI Ethics
What is an AI Tool?

- Generative Pre-Trained Transformers (GPTs)
- Large Language Models (LLMs) that are trained on large bodies of text 

or images in order to produce human-like outputs.

Image: Rukshan Pramoditha, “The Concept of Artificial Neurons (Perceptrons) in Neural Networks: Neural Networks and Deep Learning Course: Part 1,” Towards Data 
Science, December 26, 2021. https://towardsdatascience.com/the-concept-of-artificial-neurons-perceptrons-in-neural-networks-fab22249cbfc.



Teaching Students About AI Ethics
Training Data

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2023/aug/09/google-says-ai-syst
ems-should-be-able-to-mine-publishers-work-unless-companies-opt-out https://www.thefashionlaw.com/ai-trained-on-copyrighted-works-when-is-it-fair-use/

https://www.theverge.com/2023/4/28/23702437/eu-ai-act-disclose-c
opyright-training-data-report

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2023/jul/05/authors-file-a-lawsuit-agains
t-openai-for-unlawfully-ingesting-their-books



Teaching Students About AI Ethics
Content Policy

“We don’t allow 
the use of our 
models for the 
following:”

- OpenAI

https://openai.com/policies/usage-policies Survey data gathered from Ancient Language Teachers in the Department of Classics at the University of 
Reading (August 2023).



Survey Data

Survey data gathered from Ancient Language Students in the Department of Classics at the University of Reading (October 2023).
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Survey data gathered from Ancient Language Students in the Department of Classics at the University of Reading (October 2023).



Next Steps
Developing guiding phrases

OpenAI, ChatGPT 3.5, January 9, 2023 version, personal communication, generated 7 February 2023.
Prompt: “See above guiding phrase”



Next Steps
Quizzes and Grammar Support

OpenAI, ChatGPT 3.5, January 9, 2023 version, personal communication, generated 7 February 
2023. Prompt: “Can you help me practice my Latin vocabulary for GCSE”

OpenAI, ChatGPT 3.5, September 25, 2023 version, personal communication, generated 8 
October 2023. Prompt: “Describe the Ancient Greek Dative of Time grammatically and 
provide an example in Ancient Greek.”



Next Steps
Investigating New AI Developments

- Image Recognition

- Marking Homework

- Voice Chat

- Asking AI verbal questions

- “Advanced Preferences”

- Training AI to write in your own writing style



Next Steps

OpenAI, ChatGPT 3.5, October 17, 2023 version, personal communication, generated 20 October 2023. Prompt: “These are the homework 
questions for Classical Latin. In this conversation, I want you to read my work and tell me if I have translated the sentences accurately.”



Next Steps

Publications

- Autumn Survey Data and Analysis - Journal of Classics Teaching

- Guiding Phrases and Video Tutorials - (January 2024)

End of Year Survey

- Gather student opinions on how helpful/unhelpful AI tools were for 

supporting their ancient language learning.



Conclusion and Key Points

- AI is developing at an extremely rapid rate, and keeping up with it is 
almost a full-time job.

- New tools and features are released on a weekly basis and need to be 
tested prior to public release.

- Each department with related subject areas will ideally need someone 
to keep track of these developments on a regular basis.

- AI tools are not going away, and our students want to learn how to 
work without risk of cheating.

- If students have the knowledge about the ethics of AI, it appears they 
are less likely to unscrupulously abuse the tools.



Thank You!


